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How to Use Vocabulary Cards

Dear learner,

You are looking at a set of vocabulary cards that I designed for you and other learners of
the Russian language. Memorizing new words is a big part of learning a new language. I
hope these cards will help you to expand your vocabulary.

Each card contains the following information:

- A word in Russian
- Its IPA transcription
- Grammatical properties of the word
- An English translation of the word
- A picture to illustrate the word

For different words, I put different grammatical properties. For nouns, I put gender,
because memorizing the gender of a noun is critical for correct word usage. For adjectives,
I put gender, too. Masculine is the default gender for adjectives in all Russian dictionaries,
so most adjectives in my cards are masculine. I decided to keep the gender notation for
adjectives because I want you to remember other genders, too. For verbs, I put their aspect,
i.e. perfective or imperfective.

The illustrations should help you to memorize the words easier. When you associate a
word with an image, your memory retains the new information longer.

You downloaded the set as a PDF. Now you can print it out and cut them into actual cards.
For many people, including me, having a physical object to touch promotes memorization.
You can shuffle the cards, pin them to your cord board, and use them the way you would
use usual flash cards. Close the left part of the card with your palm so that you could only
see the picture - can you recall a word? Do you remember its grammatical properties? If
you want to add word usage, context, or any other notes, you can use the back of the card.

I wholeheartedly recommend spaced repetition. Spaced repetition is a technique that
incorporates increasing time intervals between each review of a flashcard. In this method,
newly introduced and more difficult flashcards are shown more frequently, while older and
less difficult flashcards are shown less frequently. The use of spaced repetition has been
shown to facilitate memorization.

And lastly, have fun. When you enjoy studying and learning, your memory cooperates.

If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact me at
eugenia@properrussian.com.

Sincerely yours,
Eugenia Vlasova
ProperRussian.com



бывший

/ˈbɨfʂɨɪ̯/

adjective, masculine

former, ex-

наболевший

/nəbɐˈlʲefʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

painful, sore, tough (question), pressing (issue)

надоевший

/nədɐˈjefʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

boring, annoying

несбывшийся

/nʲɪˈzbɨfʂɨɪ̯sʲə/

adjective, masculine

unfulfilled, broken

оживший

/ɐˈʐɨfʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

revived, coming alive, reanimated

остывший

/ɐˈstɨfʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

cooled, become cold

прибывший

/prʲɪˈbɨfʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

arrived

пропавший

/prɐˈpafʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

missing, lost, vanished, disappeared; expired

родившийся

/rɐˈdʲifʂɨɪ̯sʲə/

participle, past, active

born

рставший

/ʊˈstafʂɨɪ̯/

participle, past, active

tired
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Attribution:

The photos used in this set were made by the following photographers
and published under a Creative Commons license:

cottonbro studio
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/person-in-white-long-sleeve-shirt-and-black-pants-
4098230/

JESHOOTS.com
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/woman-holding-half-full-glass-and-white-medicine-pill-
576831/

Andrea Piacquadio
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/melancholic-woman-watching-video-on-laptop-at-
home-3808012/

pexels
URL: https://freerangestock.com/photos/127056/black-and-white-view-of-hands-on-piano-
.html

Mustang Joe
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/the-psyche-revived-by-cupid-s-kiss-8167537/

rawpixel.com
URL: https://pxhere.com/en/photo/1582771

Gustavo Fring
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/stylish-woman-with-suitcase-and-bag-walking-on-
street-near-modern-airport-terminal-3885493/

Pixabay
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/macro-photography-of-brown-and-black-lost-cat-
signage-on-black-bare-tree-159868/

Natalie Bond
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/photo-of-baby-laying-on-fleece-blanket-3341189/

Karolina Grabowska
URL: https://www.pexels.com/photo/tired-man-fell-asleep-on-carton-box-4506257/

I would like to thank these talented photographers for sharing their work
under a Creative Commons license, which allows me to use and share their
photos in this educational material.


